


























Reimaginii

1g Myths

The stories of myths and legends can also

be re-contextualized to conform to the
modern world allowing the reader to have a
better insight on how the stories can directly
influence our lives. Myths are significant for
their ability to stand the test of time but also
how their message can still be delivered and
enjoyed thousands of years later. They are
significant because of the moral to the story.
The following novels and graphic novels uses
illustrations and engaging narratives to look at
myth in new perspectives.
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A Thousand Beginnings
and Endings

In the novel, A Thousand Beginnings and
Endings edited by Ellen Oh & Elsie Chapman
and Illustrated by Fei Fei Ruan- it is a series

of stories based on the myths and folklore of
South East and East Asia. Each story is either

a modern interpretation or simple rewritten
with everyday language. This re-contextualizes
the significance of these myths in our everyday
lives and reiterates the idea that if something
has survived for so long- how and why is this
important? The novel itself creates a parallel
between modern and traditional which is

an interesting balance. The illustrations are
absolutely beautiful, Fei Fei Ruan has an
amazing illustration style that does a really
great job summarizing and incorporating
multiple legends into one cover. She uses
smooth line work and asian patterns which can
mostly be seen in the clouds. | loved how the
book modernized old legends and made them
relevant to today’s world.



Main Questions

What do myths tell us about humanity
and how we might carry ourselves in
the future? How can myths be used to
propel us forward?

How do past myths find a relevancy
in the modern day and how do the
universal themes in these stories carry
through in our everyday lives?

The functionality and purpose of myths in

the modern day is what is most intriguing

to me after looking at my research. Why

and how we reinterpret myths, but also the
cultural impacts they have on a society. Myths
can be re-contextualized for the modern

day by reconsidering the context of the
characters and through a change of media but
fundamentally, the overarching message of the
myth must remain.

Sub Questions

CULTURE

How do stories shape culture and what do they
say about who we are?

How does the reflection of our origins affect us?

What do myths say about the cultures that create
them?

What function do myths serve within a culture?
How are stories preserved?

MODERN DAY
How do we use myths in the modern day?
How do they stand the test of time?

What do we do to make them relevant? What is
the most effective and why?

MEDIUM AND FORM

What are the most effective ways of telling
stories? Why is that?

How have these shifted over time and how does it
affect the way we enjoy or consume media?

Are digitized versions an improvement from the
original- is the purpose of the overall piece to be
better?



Methodology

My primary research consisted of illustrating
and analyzing Asian myths. Through this
process | dissected a specific myth or
character, usually one that was significant

to me, and distilled the story into a singular
image. The most difficult part of this process
was to find a specific moment in the story to
focus on and to ensure that important symbols
were incorporated. There were also many
versions of one story or character. Therefore,

| parsed through and selected sections that |
thought were important. | also considered how
the specific story was significant to me and

my upbringing.



Design Sprint =1 -
Turtle Island Origin Myth

For my first design sprint | created a poster
that was related to a common First Nations

folktale that describes the origin of the world.

The practice of creating a singular image out
of a larger story was an interesting process
in terms of deciding which parts were worth
including.
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Mid-Autumn Festival

The Mid-Autumn Festival has been a
reoccurring theme in my design work for

the past few years. It is a way for me to learn
more about my culture and the practices that
I would do at home. It is one of my favourite
Chinese holidays and the legend of Chang’e
is a myth that | was forced into reciting, to the
chagrin of my elementary school classmates.
As most of my family is in Vancouver, creating
these drawings have a sense of nostalgia and
connection to home.
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A few illustrations from an Interactivity 2
project based on celebrating the Mid-
Autumn Festival in Toronto.

lllustration depicting the tradition [llustration showing Chang’e and her
of putting wax flowers in the water, rabbit companion next to the moon.
associated with the festival.



Cowherd and the Weaver Girl

This illustration was inspired by the short

story the Crimson Cloak by Cindy Son, an
adaptation of the Chinese legend- Cowherd
and the Weaver Girl. In the original story the
weaver girl does not get as much attention,
but through a modern lens Cindy Son gives
her more of a voice and it seemed appropriate
to put her at the forefront of the image.
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In first year | briefly explored several legends
and Chinese creatures that are prominent in
Asian mythology. | was able to understand
the different connotations western and
eastern perspectives would have on Chinese
typefaces.

J§f | LioN GUARDIAN

Sometimes found outside Chinese institu-
tions, commercial buildings and homes,
guardian lions are made of stone, bronze or
cancrete, They are placed in the entrance of
a building in order to protect it from danger.
The lions are aklways put in pairs, one female
and one male. This concept was introduced
to China in the Han Dynasty and was first
placed in front of the imperial palace.

SUN WUKONG
The Monkey King

He-om 39

One of the most famous Chinese legends,
the tale of the Monkey King depicts Sun
‘Wukong as a strong and mischevious warrior
that hoped to become a powerful god. He
donned a staff that weighs thousands of
pounds and can defeat anmies. He was sent
on a guest to escort a monk on a joumey 1o
the West with two other disciples of the
monk. They fought multiple evil demons on
the way and eventually brought the Sutras

%

1

Ee | FIVE CLAWED DRAGON

In Chinese mythology the dragon is often
depicted as snakelike creatures wha have
immense powers, They symbaolize good luck,
power and strangth. Dragons are traditional-
Iy used to represent the Chinese emperor
and the royal family. In the Ming Dynasty, the
Emperor Hongwu declared that he would
use the dragon with five claws and golden
scales as his emblem.



Discussion

How do past myths find

a relevancy in the modern
day and how do the
universal themes in these
stories carry through in our
cveryday lives?

Through my research | considered how people
have reinterpreted myth for the modern day
and why this is significant today. Myths are
continually prevalent in today’s media and

has been re-packaged in a number of ways.
Although the stories they tell are historic and
science have disproved many of the reasoning
behind myths, people are still compelled to tell
them. The survival of mythology is interesting
as it gives us insight on the fundamental issues
humans have struggled with and what we
continue to attempt to understand. They have
influenced cultural norms and people’s way of
life. During my years as a YSDN student, myths
have compelled me to learn more about my
own life experience and ties to my culture. My
research has supported my reasoning as | was
able to learn about myths in a personal context
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through my primary research. On the other
hand, | understood the theory and significance
of myths through secondary research.

My research was limited as there are many
facets that myths touch on and therefore,
thousands of theories made on myths, that |
was only able to delve deeper into significant
or well-known concepts. People have
dedicated their entire lives to the subject and

| focussed on mostly the cultural and historical
impacts of myths. If given more time | would
do a wider scope of research and do more on
specific types of myths that are common across
many different cultures and compare them (like
creation myths).



Conclusion

With the broad exploration of myth through
research and illustrations, it is apparent that
the fundamental significance of myth in the
modern day is our understanding of the human
experience but can also stem from personal
memories and tradition.
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